
Dear Friends, 

Setting out on a journey, the first thing many people do is enter a postcode into the phone. The route is 

quickly calculated with a few alternatives and a time of arrival is given. Although it looks very clear, we 

know that when we set out there are many events that can happen that may delay the journey or even 

make it impossible. There is always a gap between the plan and the reality, which we can never predict. 

Life is even more unpredictable. There are so many matters that are out of our hands: the complexity of 

relationships, sickness, accidents, death, to name but a few. What we know, in faith, is that God loves us 

and sent God’s Son to walk with us, and that the Spirit will guide us every day and night. As we make our 

Christian journey, the Holy Spirit is the helper who deepens our loving friendship with Jesus and guides 

our decisions as well as giving us courage. The Holy Spirit is our teacher, like Jesus in the scriptures, and 

leads us to see God more clearly, love God more clearly and follow God more clearly. 

 The Gospel account of the healing of the blind man shows how the man grows in his understanding of 

the identity of Jesus. The blind man returns from the Pool of Siloam with sight. He can see the beauty of 

the world for the first time and recognize faces. His neighbors are astonished. Who is this man who has 

healed him? The man tells them that it was “The man called Jesus.” Who is Jesus? The Pharisees tell the 

blind man who has now been given sight that Jesus cannot be from God. The man tells them that he 

realizes Jesus is a prophet. More people dispute with the man and ask whether he was truly blind or just 

pretending, and they also ask his parents. Then they drive him away. Jesus finds the man and asks him if 

he believes in “the Son of Man.” The man looks at Jesus and says, “Lord, I believe.” By talking to Jesus, 

the man has come to a deeper understanding and knows that Jesus is not only a man, not only a 

prophet, but also the Lord. He is the Messiah who has been sent by God. He is the Son of God. The man 

has come from darkness to new sight. He has also made a deeper journey in faith from understanding 

that he was cured by “the man called Jesus” to knowing and believing that he was healed by the Son of 

God. He has come to walk in the light as a follower of Jesus. We, too, have been given the gift of faith 

and walk in the light as followers of Jesus. 

In our first reading we hear of Samuel finding the young shepherd David who is chosen by God to 

become king. He is a surprising choice, the youngest and least in his family. The 1st reading helps us 

understand more about Jesus, who is from the House of David. He is the shepherd and king of God’s 

kingdom, not of this world. 

Who do I say Jesus is? The readings show us the Holy Spirit leads to a deeper faith. Jesus is a man, 

prophet, a shepherd, a king, truly God and truly human. They prepare us for the resurrection of Jesus 

from the dead. We are invited to trust in him as a shepherd and walk with him in growing friendship as 

he accompanies us thru life. 

Today, we give thanks for the gift of our families. Families are full of surprises and life is often a pathway 

of many ups and downs, struggles and joys, challenges and periods of calm and peace. The psalm invites 

us to trust in the Lord, who is our shepherd and will lead us to “fresh and green pastures,” “restful 

waters” “the right path” and “a banquet” and to live in “the Lord’s own house.” May we know the love 

of the Good Shepherd. 

Your friend in Jesus                                                                                                                                                            

Msgr. Zach 


